
“In other periods of depression, it 
has always been possible to see 
some things which were solid and 
upon which you could base hope, 
but as I look about, I now see 
nothing to give ground to hope—
nothing of man.” 

 
 

Calvin Coolidge 













"I coulda made somethin' of 
myself. Maybe I will yet. I lived right in 
Salinas.  Come there when I was a kid. 
Well, a show come through, an' I met 
one of the actors. He says I could go with 
that show. But my ol' lady wouldn' let me. 
She says because I was on'y fifteen. But 
the guy says I coulda. If I'd went, I 
wouldn't be livin' like this, you bet."                     

Curley’s wife   













"Houses were shut tight, and 
cloth wedged around doors 
and windows, but the dust 
came in so thinly that it could 
not be seen in the air, and it 
settled like pollen on the 
chairs and tables, on the dishes."  

John Steinbeck  



"And then the dispossessed 
were drawn west - from Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico; 
from Nevada and Arkansas, families, 
tribes, dusted out, tractored out. 
Carloads, caravans, homeless and 
hungry; twenty thousand and fifty 
thousand and a hundred thousand 
and two hundred thousand. They 
streamed over the mountains, 



hungry and restless - restless as 
ants, scurrying to find work to 
do - to lift, to push, to pull, to pick, 
to cut - anything, any burden to 
bear, for food. The kids are 
hungry. We got no place to 
live. Like ants scurrying for 
work, for food, and most of all for 
land."           John Steinbeck  













"The American Dream is 
that any man or woman, 
despite of his or her 
background, can change 
their circumstances and 
rise as high as they are 
willing to work." 

Fabrizio Moreira  











“I grew up in the South under 
segregation. So, I know what 
terrorism feels like - when your 
father could be taken out in the 
middle of the night and lynched just 
because he didn't look like he was in 
an obeying frame of mind when a 
white person said something he must 
do. I mean, that's terrorism, too.” 

 

Alice Walker 
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